
MEETING A NIGHT ATTACK ON THE FIRST LINE TRENCHES
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The field kitchens are

A Deafening Crash of Sound Breaks In on the Quiet
Home Life of the Dugouts, Death Enters, and Then the

Tense Blind Struggle in Crumbling Labyrinth
A line or two in an official communique tells of an attack at night

on a' portion of the French trenches, but gives no idea of what really
happens. The American newspaper man who determined to see the
war as it is at the front and who won the French War Cross while
doing it fills in some of the details missing in the official account in the
following article. He gives the reader a clear idea of just what
happens to the individual soldier in such fighting as is now going on
about Verdun.

By WILLIAM T. MARTIN.
high keyed strain of ev

T1IK among the soldiers
the heavy, ter.t-- light-

ing of the recent month
seems to be over, iind there Is appar-
ent relief among tho various regiments
of the sector. For the paM live weeks
there have been no attack to speak of
trp In the ""trenched and word repeat-
edly goes around the fighting In these
parts lfl finished for the winter.

The so'.dlcrs here are of tho cradi
regiments of France. They aro young
men. clean cut .nd cultured. hulling
from Farls and tlv north. With thin
long lull In tho lighting tne set lines
in their drawn faces lc.--en in depth. ,

mine?, creep.- - imo u.eir en iu.u
they are beginning to take life after
the" easier manner of former day.
With long exi rleiiee at the front they
have gradually added what comforts
ate poijdbl'' tj their quarters In town
and the trenches and ate uinling down
for the winter. )

As the soldier swarm the street of,
tho little from vi.luge preparing for
tho supper hour the sCeiie is nlmo-- t
domestic. ine note laugh- -

tar and tanging, a tussle here and there
with tho g.,0,1 natute of comrades,
frequent plajiiig oi Jokes upon j

victims and the assembling
of tin plates, cutile-'ii- s alio cups. Ap-

petizing odor co-it- " up from large
Utiontltle. of steaming broth at, th"
moiijj kitchens- - larse vac in drawn
up on the side of the. ro.id wldle the
cooks Sit ni 'U id on sack- - of provi-
sions, grind coffee and bus) themselves
generally. Notody minds tho rain.

Shells still shriek into town occa-alonal- ly

killing ami maiming. Hut
tl.e men Judge things by comparison.

On the other side of the woods over
looking the village in a certain section i

110 ursi ,ine .i a u..n -- oi.h. ,

are being relieved iron, t .eir MX hour
enttncl duty. I'enot, a me- -

ilium Med, stocky, merry man with n
twinkle In his e.o and a beard that

lloks out over his chest, is thero and
accompanies Ills men lie k some dis-

tance, tlirough a. connecting trench.
H wears three dec. .rations and Is
rauca win int iui... c r. uie
Before a 1. .If In the side of the trench '

near 11 oun..,,. .... ,,,,
omeiiiuib tiou til", 11 i.iiu iou iie'ii

enter.
Inside, they fasten a randlo on the

butt end of u bayo!it. They -- tick the
bayonet Into tho ground In the eentro
and gather around the flickering light
to uwiit mippt. it i nrougnt up
nresently from tho soup kitchens,

omo one passing through tho opening
a pot that steams with a good nn-- ll

In tho cool air of tho evening. Tin
men uro hungry and with tho eager-
ness of children plnco tho pot In tho
centrn and lo-- o no tlmi In doling out
the contents.

This evening It It n thick mess of
boiled potatoes and carrotw with
enough chunk of rneitt to go around.
Another receptnclfi roni's in with the,
"Juice," heavy, black enffee, Mopping
over a large canvas bucket that folds
up when It Is not in fervlce, and thn
wen start their supper.

They nrn In good humor. Thero had
been little activity nil day. In the
early part of the afternoon several
mines camo over nd toro open vast
holes Borne dlslnnre nown tlm line,
killing two t.nd Injuiing several of
nnotner regiment. A few grenades
fell about, dong lltllo dnmage.

"Hlcnet was hit the ser-
geant hays, "at thn turn. It was n
Kronado nnd the flaro caught him In
th face, 1'oor boy, he, has lost his
ryes. I guess we got lb" pig of a
Oeinian, for wo emptied a whole bo
nnd Miing them over so last he Indn't
tlnio to run.'"

Two of tho men know niciiof. One
was at tho samo li.w ncliesil down In
I'arlH nnd back In town they kept
together much of the time for they
had corresponding leaves. For some
tlm thla throws) tt nloom over th?
party.

V

busy all the time, for whatever

the

"The war when will It finish?" they
fay. "Another winter! Hnh!"

Some time later darkness has set
In and the supper Is finished. The
men clean the tin plates and spoons
with chunks of the heavy military
bread, and folding up their knives put
them back Into their pockets. They
close the door to secure themselves
from the e.irs of the enemy and some
one start. to sing poftly as tbey sip
the red wlim from the blue llannel
covered canteen--- .

"I Know That You Ar Hcautlful,"
li- - slugs, and eoun every one Joins In.

Tho sergeant has a remarkable
tenor. In former days he hang at the
.Madeleine In Paris. Thero Is a pood
,,.lss u,(l ,h(,y .(. R m u (mll,k
M)ft lm1,ly f music. me of
the -- oldlers Ills a Jewsharp. It Is a
happy group In the snug little place
iiU'a-url- only a few feet each wu).
With the meant at their dispnt.il the
men have tltud it up so that It Is unj
homelike as i.s-dhle- . i

Hung oer wooden pegs driven Into I

the eartheru wallt are their stt- -i liel-me- t.

There are ao a soldier's cap.
several canteen and a picture cut
from a magazine of an Knell-- h soldier
in nobby uniform wnlhliig thiough a
trench with a cane. .t its side It a
picture of a French -- oldler

All of the men wear th" War f"ro.
Thrice th'dr number lire all that r- -
mam of the oiuv gallai.t eompin of
::.o men. They are vetf ran., the.-- e sol- -
dhr.", who were In the thick of the
hot. block months of the p.i- -t sum- -

liner and nutumn when death or In- -
Jury to every man stenied only a que.
Hon of d.iy, ofttltue.-- hours. It was
when they wero advancing. Inch by
Inch, to tho present position here, t' i

Is a. place of vantage, so coveted by
both sides thnt thousands paid their1
live for It poseslon, and now, after

of ttl(MnK. the French over- -

ln(.c t()ii ,, ,, from, ,,..
They are too well fortified to

back aga.n, tbey saj, euiitlduit
ami sitltlcd. Looking back over tho

.fearfully torn Mrrtrlies, vast, )avvn-- '
lng hobs, uncountablo splinters of
things and burnt shells, marked here

,)( tr(J , ,e (...mhUinec , former
lrm.h( H thut ,mV(, bc(,u ,,, aial.t
an(, ,Jiown , .. one pictures a
wake of uraveyards. They ninU'i shal-
low coverings for the gay young fel-
low ri who nuirche.l up In the lr turn, and
with tht 111 are Incredible stories,

. IcM trie tlinn tlin I tiiiii'iti.-- i ton ...iiM.l

fru,np ,nl ., .my nt.v,.P ,, tlll
F.very turn in the trenches now bitng
meinorle to tin- remaining ones

Tho-- e In the dugout are off duty for
the next six hours. They will spend

'another hour talking and then the
will go to IkiI to get some K l befolo,
talilng up their watch again at tiild- -'

night. Tim chill of ho rainy night
j
'

penetrates into tlm place, but tlu
inllid It not. They .iret well olad this
winter with heavy waistcoats of sheep-- I
skin, good, long overcoats nnd boots
that com" near the hips. It Is much
better than last winter.

Tiling remain quiet along; the Iluei
as far as they can hear. 'Mice In
a while thero Is a sharp crack of a
rltle a- - Homo soldier near by tires in
III" direction of tho enemy's trench to
break the monotony. It Is almost

fdlovud by r. r.hot or mj ,11

reply from tho enemy to tdiuvv they
aro on tho lookout. Some Ulstanco
away there is a sharp, tearing tepoit
as a grenatie explodes and a nioineut
Inter a. mullled report as somu French
soldier sends over a grenado Into a
Herman trench, tmco thero was u
dts-- vuiiiblo as a mine was probably
set oil. nut It wart out or uie sector
uml so far away Hint it hounded liko
distant tliuntler.

i As Hie men talk thn .7fis 011 tho hill
Ut tho fur end of the town In tlm rear
open up for several seconds and tho
soldiers, knowing, listen for the s,wsli
and crash of the shell-- exploding In
tho Ucnuan Hues. Out the uhclls
ahrlek by overheat! nnd their crannc--

6

the fortunes of the day the men

a they explode are not heard. It
inut bo that they are Isimliardlng

' some t.iwn far over on the other side.
l'erlot and two of the men prepare

to go to bed where they are. The .

' others rise t i -- t.mpiig positions and
sqiiecire out to a dugout of their own.1

'Those remaining lie down on the'
I straw litters with their clothe- - on
' The -- i raw - strewn thickly over some
' lioards on the ground and I held to-- 1

gether In the form of b-- by narrow
boards along the shies, l'erlot blows
out the caudlo and tho place Is In

darknes.
Hack In the town darkness ha set

In without vouud'-- l and th" "posits
de secour" of the virion regiments
along the street are empty, sae for a i

few sick soldh r who are being held I

over unt.l the light of the early morn- - i

lng. Kvcept for dark forms
that plod by and the drawn out and lu-

ces nit rum dutn of the ravltalllement
unloading at the fur end of the road
In the direction of the rear the place
seems deserted. There I not tne
dicker of n light an where. Hut the,
carefully clo-.-- d hoiies along the ldes
are full of soldier who laugh ar.d
Joioi a they sip thlr w'ne. They are
laik from the treii. he tor tho brief
periodic ret.

Soluler In tin ,r r.wres are stid-- I

d'Ul st.irtu d b several ill p teo-- ,
nam craae that - mke the hou-e- s,

follow more enisles t.i.i'
retid and tear, then hundred of t.tem,
and the whole town n'uil.e-- .

Some remain where t'ny are. look-
ing oilier rush into tho
-- ireot There thev look ove- - tlie hill
and In a continuation of flashes that
glare Into the ii. get It seems to be
burning up with dull, subdued flnmes.
It I n fearful sltrht Everything Is
shaken by the crashes that lose In- -

div'.duallty In gre.u mivn of sound,
and It -- ems for several minutes as
though .ill ?l- i- cos of the (iermnn
nrm were being directed at the hill

" "n"- - Th'- sid.b nl.v. the
,

"ol"' 'eases, and everything -

Pacefm as before, t heir own gui.
r "I'"""- T1:" "oldlers stand there

r in their bewilderment.
I'p In the trenchrs l'erlot nnd hi

two comrade lire still In their dug.
'Ut. They are alle. Lot they hardly
know It. Two of the men -- llently II"
across enca other and another -s

retched oui with his face In a cor-n- T

on the other -- tde. rninl! tho
mi n move, turn oer several
times, and sit up Then with a sud-
den realization of what has happened j .

they Instantly Iwniim vrv much
alh". ot di-'n- s through the
door and the two follow

(lutside, tho sergeant into
a hole Htid falls on his face. Me picks
himself up, blinded by dens. smoke,
and choking through It, feels his way
in tho direction .' the first line. Me

IJA.U probably never wet a fly

A In the streams of tho Garden
of IMell, pos-lli- ly becauo no,

tiles wero allowed In this earthly para-dis- c,

or perhaps tho ser-

pent told him tin n wut, nothing
the ro except horiiylieils anil sucker.. '

I have had hitman serpents tell
tne Ju.--t such tute ; for Instance
"This place ir pretty nigh llshed '

out. Whut y.ii feller. orter done
Is go lip Hear W'nlloW Creek."
At nnv rale, Adam mlssoii tho llne.- -t

llshing on tai tb. Tln rtt Is ,1 nun In

this town who Is a descendant of
Atliiui, ho says, and he I always elivy- -

ing the trout fishing his Into relative
pas-i- I up,

Ntivv as 1 11111 sltllng by tlte tin
leioklng tit n color plalo showing tin
latest fashions, in Importul ami do-
mestic tiles it h not Ailnm I envy but
mjhell'. Yes, myself, Iho time I got
Into that tili sainiiiary of tliu tleorgo
W. Vauileiiilll estale 011 the .s

01' the French ISm.id I liver.
sl.ty tulles ftoin shevllle, N. c.
Think of i, the blight watered stream
In Hie v It glu forest thai climbs up mid
up to Tennessee Halt) uml the bear
cave of Peril's Court Mouse, rellg.
lonsly preserved for years and rarely
visited by the owner!

Tbe Xorili Fork w.n made for

THE SUN, SUNDAY,

dt..tne

taammr 1 r,,
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must eat just the same.

yt

I T

French

StUIIll '" over the hole li'.i of ii"
'iris nnd bodies. The whole ' nlrap"
l:a changed. It can t U tl ' k ' '1

has bt.n 'le' woll: o' .1 lew 111.111''-h- e

think- - II" ha nev, r . .. neneeil
am t .t is like If.

Kvei v op s .1 li -

w.f.i -- hrieklia: thing lb." " ' md
r.t-- a .1. l..e k, 10 front, !

lie - thrown on hi face nnd grovels
through th" tlltcliet blinded, a- - to-
thing 111 I t with biokell, t 'i n l

twisted things that fly t'T. ' if
air with eie-- erob. Hut i.e '

ailve Mini. gioMlliig nlong. a -- ecttout
of tin- - trench he has pas-e- tl over
'in- - tilled up or iir torn apat-- i h"

a sen-- " of esiiltation a
though be has suddenly per-human.

11" h.i lo- -t the sense of .1

To tegalu It h i.iy of lb" ditches
lmpo-sibl- e. lb tllerefole tollows

a , era. king -- oirit. 11 f'ro-.- t It
- a machine gun. am he know- - tliere

is life In the llr.--t hilt II" Isllo.V - -- Ub-

conseloiislv t.titt th" ibtiiinn inn' l!
coining 011 over the trenches.

lie 111 the 1.- 1- Htm and right
ahead I the tiling that pouii. - away
like a pneumatic rived r. onlv faster,

I

speckled trout. Ii prongs up 011 tit
mountain, and ever) prong forks

tint best tioiit stream have
numerous bniiiches, ami it ctini"
sMilt and t'.i-'-l- over lis rocky ."d.
H'g boll'le t heck it llllo pools tlti.l
tuni tt 1'ito tleep runwa)s limit r
tiioiloileiiilioo tiitV- -, atitl then it
spreads a shimmering silver veil over
ureal yellow rock tallies, here and
thei-- tranquil where a oro-- s va'.le)
miiki s 11 little level. He waters are
Hpat i;llng, its setting a garden of ferns
and tlower.- - and stately trees march
ing up to tnlie high heights. Why
envy StlauiV He is tleiitl; but wo were
lure in the mountain trout lelen.

Willi mini and tranquil tnltnW wo
angled, we three, for vie had all tl.i)
before us, and there was none to mo-!e-

olll' llioiiop'e, A pos.-lii-u came
to the wattr to' "tk, anil a smiill hear

'rlEhledly cllllllieil o refuge. The
sun slioiiK cletir and tint air m.is still,
and the Utile trout lenped Willi lift..
They to not r 11 it large in these watei

ii, S, 10 Inches; uMlltllllles IL', ivlth
traditions of fahhtl liioii.-ler- s Hi luclie.-i- u

leiigtli. Tii avoid using offensive
language I will merely say lids la- -t

- a inn l;i lie, tlitee part- - llsh uml
one part lie.

If the reader has ever take n speckled
1 mi t of till sb.o he knows the) do not
be.it tlm water with their tall and
mnke 11 great "miration" ovtr the Hy,
guzzling It like the rainbow gourmands,
but conio up eJtly nnd nip It llkn

i tt. Jiii-- i 'U S ,ul . .
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The mess call is a

f

Supper

!o i' -- ei ni s md g ''1
now malting 11 v,iv a ong as lie
can. 'lie trem h - tliltd with ilead
soliheis jo it 1 be seems o b" the imlj
on alive

Around a bend, dug nto t'i wall of
the trench with a roof still remaining,
he see- - tie gun. or the hoidlers oper-
ating It. f r the place 's hitjiy with
sinoke. Speaking I lmiiristblc, but ho

in.-"- . Sou must I." quick to -- trlke.
'Wo int. e.i some, mii took several hun-
dred. All We Ii itl to tin was to Hip In
a ll. .lu-- t any fly would th but
nionh .vellow tt es Wire In l.ivor with

e sp ckleil out1, vellow huekli s or
w li g. I II lu-- good one W e l) I'm.
fe-,t- r. gileou .H d Ited Hackle.

It 11 aid not be true to av that
aP til- - looked alike to the trout In
this ll-- lt Kd'-ii- . To van the motioionv

I put tin 11 Silver Ko- tor atitl tmllttl It
up .1 dark colored run. A school of
yoiilhlul tioiit ,1. running to look
at the nil ver ami blue r.ihnent of the
Ultllu'e Isitor.

They .icted like k.tlelis with a sprig
of catu.p, chasing the doctor up- -'

sti'eim, Jumping over him, gum-- 1

bollhu- around him liko cuts. They
were a lit afraid of him, stopping
tho chase when he Mopped running
from them, and only a few ventured
to nip at hi wings, 'I'he doctor

'snugged ,1 couple of them through tho
hotly ami then ihe.v let him alone.

A loiirieell-yeai-ol- tl llloillitnineer
who w - our guide ni.nle hi own Hies
lifter lh" accepted local tle-lg- n.

tile etl a hook With the felllhers of
a vellotv hmiiner, nuking stiff iuicI. !e
that stuck tut till around like me

of a caterpillar. .N'ntlve people
do iKt attempt wing, anil they i.e a

'o, hook Often they welkin t lit-I-

with a hit of Icul. nnd generally
keep t trembling with n wr!t mnvo- -

welcome sound to these men, who have just come in from the

Crumpled by Machine Gunfire, Blinded by Gas, Seared

With Liquid Flame, the French Fall Back, Thousands
Die, and a Few Yards of Trench Are Gained

cM'-V- - th- - face "f the b ok i n ho
1ms lust t'irneil iiway from Hi" life'
hoi" looking out over the tretu h ate.
he knows they k'. turning on in hum'
lumber-- - T'e gun it-awty w.t'i an
occa-lon- .i ' 'i- -f p!: m to e.i ttig,
harrt 's ii- - I'tey ' econie li.it and .in-

set .11. :,u ..!! t.." "Me of th" Tl--

IkmKtammKBlXaWpamW. H'"

jBBBpHj glfiS

wmmmm

J11-- 1

by He

He

back of the thirtl line trenches.

FLY FISHING IN AN ANGLER'S GARDEN OF EDEN

b.il, of Halite ' ' ilea
up and I lum n.i'e- - even

Ill tine t'dt ;u" ' ft! . g ' ,v "
soldiers now lib m r ' , - ii d
passes the work ovt r to anotbt r Ho- -

heavy with gren.nl'- - uie htoiu' up.
Home they lire from rifle- -, others have
-- pring- which tiu.v tap ami hurl over
by hand. Ititb s r. leiiv being 'llred
through all the 'ookout holes.

tnent which - a hu tlri-n- m with
heavy pole cut n Hi" woods.

There w is ll.p'r.it 'oil to lis-I- i

In thai 'r 1111 Ai one place,
white It wu divided !) ,ir. o

branch ran dark ut'der .1 ulli f
of llowtriiiiT rliotlodeudioti, tiro .pin,,
so low from the milk that tiui" w.i-on- ly

u of piiie'ng a tl)
there. 1 sllpptd 'It III" bull Joint and
with only th" --coin! Joint and tip
and two ft- - t of lender crawled through
the long grit-- - right up to the water.
A gentle twitch of the wn-- t put two
Mies l.ghtly under the foliage, ami
11 gentle flip lifted two -- mull in hit .

the gf.l . "Pillcite tl) tin
catalogues su.v it titoii"d lor ninth
chini-lne- ss by im .

At another place nouki a trout
that broke awiiv as .' i.tnie io the
surf.ice, anil the lino Hew U-- h over my
sliouliler. There catlle 11 llgli.iilng

Uml hutl re.nl If ol git
a fly quickly Kick to the -- pot where
you lo- -t 11 li tht- - will Pa so
confused or angry thn ui'i -- nap
the lly tit once, S t I snappiil the Hy
back to where ll lett the water ard
a trout or fie "utile siz,- 't'Ue
grabbetl it. Smie troul

Totincsj.it rlike tuow jew
011 the vnlle), Mitl at tin . v. .

Journe.ieil I101111 vvanl wid f let'-
the rot-- white petals of
laurel mergesl Into varfii" ripen of

'I'he -- ergeant g.vt s mnnr.i '"te
.mil ther- - a thing mijust themeive
and the men begin m : ze what bus
happened. II" b.i.i- - t:."f m.ielilne
guns M.'.tt uj) .ltd 'ii' et ire the
(ieruiiiiis will bine .1 blld tllll" "f .

Shell- - fall In and ; t lie.
blowing th" men to piece-- . HMt t.oW

t'lert .''aind:i!ii i of mi n.
In certain dugout- - Ju- -' III I tack "f

th" tlr- -t lit." men are bing on tbe'r
-- toncicli- "houtltig me-ag- e In t"b-pho- ru.-

to their bnttet'ivt In th" retir.
ii. -- t., ml In the Hrt llti". sune
lookllC. througli hob, -- oni" with
ii.td half iibovo the jnrnpet. shouting
urt'i r 'oto 1 culvers, and the tunife
clanged Utile by lilt'.- ii' the li''

r e.ii' P" ram i t"r- -

n Ills' ' Jeff ltl.

1

,

I

it i'n tl I

pell, IIC In - e 11' ss l. -- I U I'l
H,t , Hot li in ',. A.il I'l I Mi

tp'lio'l llllil ral-- e I'l- - 'I"."' oer I'l''
parapet. No mii' think - of Injur) or
death.

Through the column of smoke,
tl'i.-h- et 'h" uml in the greemlt glare
of t'te rocktts lie st"- - a llilgu wave
of .'iiiiethliig that pree nnvvurtl. In

tlin a l indlvidualit)
' - jiuitl ft ast - uml then Is iinthing to

o -- t.nguish the M'pnrito as they
i'.iii.i Into the tna-- s but tho It

mill great tioiiil. of and living
ptte- i- t.r thing.

i'l tie - u wail "f Hanie. the "tlr
.In- -' in I' runt of tlm tun- -.

lulltlreil-I- t of .hehs i apart tile lend,
-- e.. -- trallgc that any bl'e ci

t 0111 hero for an Iti'tant Hut
tin great gl.i) lsli wave collies ell t a

Mlllll . heits down, w h b,i)otu.lt lived
.ci rltle- -.

1ire.1t gap- - lire lot II lure atitl there.
Hot t'-- tui-- s Illls up ng i ll lilt" so
nun h !. quel. They lonii on In i"se
foi in.ition. .lust a. iw iiunian life - it
.1 i'ollier,lt!oll, Tlio si rgt-au- t H.es
to -- in,:le out an imhv elual soldi, r, then
.1 croup of tin 111. ut d failing in thl- - ,1

p.'ll'i of the 0111 ' tiling tn. 1.-- . Hill
iervthi'ig s'eui. i" disappear nod
Mil ll lit fole the KllZf IlUe 01111' .' Ote,
mini q Inch ,1 si in

The scrgcu! t at tcn-e- ei ami
111. iveh.llls bulge lot' they life llow
Iie.11 tile outer edge of the lurhod wile,
lb n't's that till Im beeti ut pi
pieces by the lire, lie ha- - no
lille. hut he hu- - a pi-t- niu pe llre-lo.- ol

lifter ioail into the ma with ..
ilelli I. U- - tlielg.v. Ulillerv III e on hot ll
side- - has stopped, i'he iiiiai'ier now
uie too i iti-- e f,,' the range of ,uiicoii,

I'lievpecleill) lie tnas hull. T1'
setce let, think ng tat) are u'toiit tt
1 u n .rfick, "'..ltls up a fi.toi'' so 'i t.
i'ti. In cries rut, unvo la. itm
iioin iviiuoui mere i i'-- o i r.--
Tht v mo Inhuman s. in. I u , ll

SoinrtMn; I'tpor 1. Ill Ihr air

first line trenches.

'. rg' at fci Is Ih t jnn of

fin. spr i that slnka Into ' - 11V.M
II..1 ill- - i tiiti !. 1 pry I nil .

OMd ..,,... 1'ke gasole'l". N'tiH

1' i tut throw i rr Ptt'.
J i. .i' il -- t it t t ttanio ,

treec.
In- -' i t! flames, kap from all q i '
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